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November 9,2017

Ruth Simons
Howe Sound Biosphere Region lnitiative Society
50 Lions Bay Ave
West Vancouver, BC
VON 2EO

Dear Ruth,

RE: lnitiative for a UNESCO Biosphere Reqion Desiqnation in Howe Sound, British
Columbia

I would like to take this opportunity to express my support for your initiative in
nominating Howe Sound to become a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. I'm aware of the "

many significant resolutions of support you've received - and I am happy to join the
long list.

I understand that the designation would allow Howe Sound to become an
internationally recognized leader in harmonizing biodiversity conservation through
sustainable use, with its significant benefits to preserving the terrestrial, marine and
coastal ecosystems

This initiative provides an ideal opportunity to further a number of important goals, such
as providing a catalyst for sustainable land and water use management, attracting
education, potential research programs, and gaining favourable international
recognition.

I hope this initiative enables and promotes local decision making through supporting
communications with First Nations, communities, nonprofits, and all groups interested
in cultivating sustalnability on the Sunshine Coast and the region in general.

I sincerely hope that your initiative succeeds as you move forward with this outstanding
act of community leadership. Please let me know if there is any else I can do to support
you and this initiative.

Yours sincerely,
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Nicholas Simons, MLA
Powell River - Sunshine Coast


