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Brief Project Backgrounder 
 

Presentation Context 

 

• At the last HSCF meeting, the Province shared the 
proposed Howe Sound CE Project and asked if there was 
general support  for the Project 
 
 

• Indications were that there was general HSCF support for 
the Province to implement the proposed Project  

 
 
• In 2015, the Province committed to implementing the 

Howe Sound CE Project starting in 2015/2016 fiscal year 
 
 

 

 

 



 

Brief Project Backgrounder 
 

Project Description 

Proposed Value Components for Project 
 

*  Aquatic Ecosystems-watershed condition 
(terrestrial fish habitat) 

*  Forest Ecosystems- old growth (OGMAs) 

*  Forest Ecosystems- biodiversity  

*  Priority Wildlife- Grizzly Bear (habitat) 
  

                                                                                   2015 

• Priority Wildlife- Marbled Murrelet (habitat) 

• Priority Wildlife- Elk (habitat) 

• Water Quality- watershed (water quality) 

• Air Quality 

• Visual Quality- Forest VQOs 

• Estuaries (habitat quantity/quality) 

• Herring (herring spawn distribution) 

• Watershed Condition (freshwater run-off) 

• Water Quality (marine water quality)            2016 



 

Project Status Update 
 

Project Implementation Status 

Howe Sound CE Project Work Completed:  

• Project Scoping  

• Prov. Project Team formation 

• Draft Technical procedures for 4 of the 
Project’s proposed value components        
(close to completion) 

 

Howe Sound CE Project Work Underway: 

• Development of the Project work plan 

• Approval of Related Policy & Procedures for 
CE integration into Prov. decision-making 

• Confirmation of funding for remaining 
Project Values Foundation work 

• Continuation of communications with local    
First Nations and governments 

• Exploration of Fed.- Prov. CE Collaboration 



 

Description of CE Value Assessment 
 

What is a CE Value Assessment? 

 

• Periodic broad scale assessment based on a set of 
priority values 

 
• Assessment of current condition is foundational 

 
• Assessment of foreseeable future condition by 

considering effects of near-term activities 

 
• Assessment information is made openly available  

 
 

 

Inform decisions 



 

Description of CE Value Assessment 
 

What is a CE Value Assessment? 

 

Assessment of current condition 
is foundational 

 
 

Merritt CEA – Moose Habitat example 
 
 

 

 

 

Draft results 



 

Description of CE Value Assessment 
 

What is a CE Value Assessment? 
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Assessment of foreseeable 
future condition 

 
 

Merritt CEA – Mule Deer Habitat Condition 
example 

 
 

 

 

 



 

Description of CE Value Assessment 
 

What is a CE Value Assessment? 

 

Assessment information is made 
available 

 
 
 

 

 

 



 

Future Use of CE Value Assessments 
 

How Will the Assessments Be Used? 

Review & recommend 

Role of Regional Interagency Team  

 

• Review CE Assessment Reports, consider 
risks and regional context 
 
 

• Engage with First Nations and stakeholders 
on CE assessment results and options 
 
 

• Recommend management actions to 
mitigate risks to priority values 

Inform decisions 



 

Future Use of CE Value Assessments 
 

How Will the Assessments Be Used? 

Strategically 
• Focus resource planning 
• Clarify management objectives 
• Determine resource allocations  

     

Operationally 
• Further contextual information for all decisions 
• Direct inventory, monitoring & research 
 

First Nation Rights & Interests 
• Integrate with Traditional Ecological Knowledge 
• Assess implications to cultural use 

Accurate, transparent information leads to better decisions. 

http://gdu.gcpe.gov.bc.ca/Content/Photos/Legacy/First Nations/index.html


 

Project Next Steps 
 

2015/2016 Project Tasks 
 
 

• Complete project work plan 
 

• Complete current condition assessments for 4 
Howe Sound value components 
 

• Confirm resourcing to develop current condition 
assessments for remaining values 
 

• Continue to build Values Foundation work  for 
remaining values 
 

• Further communication with local First Nations 
other levels of government and stakeholders  
 

• Improve linkages to other relevant initiatives 
and processes (e.g. EA processes, CORI, marine 
planning interests) 
 

 

 



 
 

    Questions and Answers 

 

 


