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Coastal/Marine Planning Initiatives



Marine Strategy – Taking Needed Action

Phase 1

• Building capacity to take 
action on local marine 
issues (best approaches, 
tools, strategies)

• Support for community 
projects to address 
vessels of concern, 
habitat restoration etc



Marine Action Strategy – What is it?

• Strategic frame for local 
marine ACTIONS

• Aligns and coordinates 
marine priorities + 
activities by District, 
working with 
governments, Squamish 
stakeholders + agencies

• Deliverable: Strategy 
Document + 
Implementation Plan 
(prioritized short, medium, 
long term actions)



Intentions + Key Objectives

• Mobilize shared 
leadership

• Identify marine focus 
areas + prioritize actions 
to protect and maximize 
waterfront 
resources/assets

• Inform and align decision 
making and coordinate 
efforts



• Marine + tidally influenced 
areas within local 
government boundary

• Encompasses >Estuary Plan 
Area, Industrial lands etc

Geographic Scope









Squamish

• 19,893 people

• 13.8% growth 2011-
2016

• 4.3% increase 2016-17

• Major residential unit + 
employment growth 
expected in next 20 
years 

• Active development files 
for ~3500 units 
Downtown alone

Atl’kitsem / Howe Sound

OCEANWatch Howe Sound Edition, CORI 2017



9,600 units (480/yr)

5,600 units (280/yr)

2,400 units (180/yr)



Project Stages

Stakeholder Focus 
Session No 1

Marine Forum +
Online Survey

Focus Session No 2  +
Community Outreach

Informant 
Interviews

Ongoing Partnerships/ 
Relationships

Internal Staff Work Group

Inter-Governmental Liaison + Collaboration , including Squamish Nation



Process + Engagement

xxxx





Framework



Guiding Principles





From Broad Aims to Focused Actions

Broad 
Objectives 
+ Desired 
Outcomes

Focused 
Actions

STRATEGIC 
DIRECTIONS

WHO WILL 
LEAD / HELP?

WHEN DO WE  
START/ END?

RESOURCING?



Marine Actions

• Identified + 
developed through 
the engagement 
process

• Organized by 
Action/Focus Area (4) 
and prioritized 
(Immediate, Short 
Term and Medium to 
Long)



Implementation

• Clarifies roles, 
responsibilities

• Some actions 
driven/lead by DOS

• Some dependent on 
others to lead

• Focus is on jointly-
held priorities where 
we want to set 
collective 
action/resources



Next Steps

• Agency + First Nations outreach + further invitation to provide 
input

• Refine Actions + Implementation

• Gaps

• Who should lead? Who should be involved?

• Affirm priorities: 

o High priority = 2018 – 2020  (1- 3 years)

o Medium priority = 2021 – 2023 ( 4 – 6 years)

o Low priority = 2024 – 2026 (> 6 years)

• Complete and present final draft MASt to Council for approval in 
June 



Thank you

www.squamish.ca/marine

strategy





Squamish supports and celebrates its 
connection to the ocean, as a source 

of life and vitality, sustaining our 
coastal community across 

generations. Shared marine resources 
are responsibly stewarded and 

enhanced so natural systems in Howe 
Sound thrive, in tandem with industry, 

economy, tourism + recreational 
opportunities that depend on a 

healthy marine ecosystem, and access 
for all.

MASt Working Draft - VISION






