


Mission: 
To protect special 

places by 
encouraging, 

undertaking, and 
assisting in 
voluntary 

conservation 
initiatives within  
the Islands Trust 

Area.



Islands Trust Conservancy 
Members

Three elected trustees 
•Two elected by Trust Council 
(Trustees Fenton and Stamford) 
•One elected from the Executive 
Committee (Trustee Fast) 

Three government-appointed 
trustees 
•Linda Adams, Victoria/Salt Spring 

•Robin Williams, Salt Spring 



Protecting special places 

• Over 65% privately owned 
• High species richness and species 

and ecosystems at risk  
• Fragmentation of habitat is one of 

the largest threats to biodiversity 
• Privately-owned land is key to 

preserving the ecological integrity 
of this region



• 29 Nature 
Reserves, 658 
ha, $16,417,000 

• 76 Covenants, 
634 ha

Protected Places



Private land stewardship



Conservation covenants
! Restrictions on use of land 
! Registered on land title 
! Intended to maintain land in 

natural state

! ITC often partners with local 
conservancy to hold 
covenant 

! Monitor annually



Tax Exemption

!Natural Area Protection Tax Exemption Program 
!Unique to Islands Trust 
!Property tax incentive for registration of a 

covenant protecting specific eligible features 
!25 covenants protecting 97 hectares



Nature reserves

! Islands Trust Conservancy currently has 29 nature 
reserves, a total of 658 hectares 

!Many were the result of generous land donations 
(through fee simple transfer, bequest or 
subdivision) 

!Properties are monitored annually and maintained 
through active property management (e.g. invasive 
species removal, tree planting and protection)



Opportunity Fund
• Hard to fundraise costs of 

conservation 
• $76,700 awarded over 10 years

St. John Point, Mayne Island (Photo: Mayne Island Conservancy Society)





Engagement & 
Coordination



Goals for the Next 10 Years
 
1. Identify, investigate and communicate about important  
natural areas to generate action on conservation priorities
 
2. Strengthen relationships with First Nations to identify 
and collaborate on shared conservation goals 
 
3. Continue to secure and manage Trust Fund Board lands 
and conservation covenants to maximize ecological 
integrity 
 
4. Continue to build internal and shared organizational 
strength and resilience to ensure long-term nature 
conservation in the Islands Trust Area  



Keeping up with ITC
• Visit our 

website 
• Subscribe to 

our e-
newsletter 

• You can also 
follow us on 
Facebook and 
Twitter


