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Overview to Howe Sound Community Forum
April 29, 2022

1. Context
2. What, Where, Why?
3. Questions
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Context: Geopark Society

Since 2018 the geopark has been an RMOW project.
Determined the feasibility of achieving UNESCO designation
Explored operating models
Developed working relationships with:

v The Canadian Geopark Network
v Atl’ka7tsem/Howe Sound UNESCO Biosphere Region

In order to receive UNESCO designation a Geopark must
be a free-standing not-for-profit society.

In February 2022 the Sea to Sky Fire & Ice Geopark Society
became a registered BC Society.

- The Society currently includes five individuals.
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What is the Geopark?

* Thematic umbrella
v 9,792 km?
v 61 geosites of international geological significance
v Does NOT affect land use or rights & title

* Celebrates the links between geodiversity,
biodiversity and human heritage.

* Will contribute to the sustainability and social well-
being of communities throughout the Sea to Sky.
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Overlap with Howe Sound Biosphere Region

A St

1 £
Nu.:rrthSE an er
qumam\r

e

‘l.-’anmuwer o
]

L o up_‘____". i

WHISTLER: A PLACE WHERE OUR COMMUNITY THRIVES, NATURE IS PROTECTED AND GUESTS ARE INSPIRED



Why a Geopark?

1.

Regional solutions need a compelling initiative that brings everyone
together.
v Think: At’ka7tsem/Howe Sound UNESCO Biosphere Region
v Biosphere Regions are one of 3 UNESCO designations along with:
 UNESCO World Heritage Sites
 UNESCO Global Geoparks

Reconciliation
v Lead earn about and lead with Indigenous culture and history.

Geoheritage education
v Nurtures an understanding that instills a sense of pride.

Greater stewardship of natural assets
v UNESCO designation heightens interest in natural values.

Climate change and geohazards education
v Heightened awareness of geological hazards within the geopark.
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f‘ FIRE & ICE

ASPIRING GEOPARK

Download the FIRE&ICEGEOPARK free app
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